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In compliance with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1 .56, applicants are filing 
this Information Disclosure Statement and the accompanying form PTO-1449 along with copies 
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of the prior art therein identified. Such prior art has come to the attention of applicants by being 
cited in an Office Action issued in the corresponding Japanese application on October 19, 2006 
and in a Search Report issued in the corresponding European application on December 4, 2006, a 
copy of which is enclosed. Applicants draw the Examiner's attention to the references cited to 
co-pending applications Serial No. 09/906,922 now U.S. Patent 6,930,661 issued August 16, 
2005, Serial No. 1 1/108,241 now U.S. Patent 7,071,896 issued July 4, 2006, Serial No. 
1 1/108,203 filed April 18, 2005, Serial No. 1 1/108,240 filed April 18, 2005, Serial No. 
1 1/108,531 now U.S. Patent 7,038,663 issued May 2, 2006, Serial No. 1 1/519,583 filed 
September 12, 2006, Serial No. 09/904,281 now U.S. Patent 6,992,990 issued January 31, 2006, 
Serial No. 09/907,124 now U.S. Patent 6,498,591 issued December 24, 2002, Serial No. 
09/932,906 now U.S. Patent 7,024,164 issued April 4, 2006, Serial No. 09/955,339 now U.S. 
Patent 7,020,1 17 issued March 28, 2006, Serial No. 09/969,916 filed October 2, 2001, Serial No. 
09/965,873, now U.S. Patent 6,978,296 issued December 20, 2005, Serial No. 09/907,066 now 
U.S. Patent 6,954,615 issued October 11, 2005 Serial No. 10/964,497 filed October 13, 2004, 
Serial No. 10/876,233 filed June 24, 2004, Serial No. 1 1/431,368 filed May 10, 2006, Serial No. 
1 1/431,367 filed May 10, 2006 and Serial No. 1 1/431,394 filed May 10, 2006. So far as 
applicants are aware, this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date 
of the final Office Action or Notice of Allowance. 

As is apparent in said Search Report, applicants' undersigned attorney hereby certifies 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e) that each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 
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The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is not an admission that the 

documents identified herein constitute prior art to the present application. 

Please charge any fees incurred by the filing of this document or credit any 

overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0320. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG LLP 
Attorneys for Applicants 



By: 

Thomas F. Presson 
Reg. No. 41,442 
Tel. (212) 588-0800 
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